
Meadowview Public School Students Improve Their Schoolyard Through 
Greening Initiative 
 

 

 

(Pictured above: Students at Meadowview Public School planted 24 trees recently on the

school playground, part of a greening initiative under Meadowview's Schoolyard 

Enhancement Project.) 

(Addison) - In a little over two hours Friday, students at Meadowview Public School planted the 

seeds of future memories and did their own small part to help the environment. 

Members of Meadowview’s EcoSchools team, under the guidance of Grenville County 

Stewardship Coordinator Jack Henry, planted 24 saplings on the school grounds - part of a

greening initiative under Meadowview’s Schoolyard Enhancement Program.  

The greening is the latest step in a series of environmental changes at the school - including 

making an effort to turn off lights while not in use and vermicomposting - which recently earned 

the school an EcoSchools silver designation. 

The trees, which included red oak, hard maples, white pines and red maples, were planted on the 

north, east and west sides of the schoolyard to beautify the area, create a future windbreak, and 

add a future source of shade on warm days. 

The students on the team will be tasked with caring for the trees while they take root and grow 

from delicate saplings to shade-giving trees, said Principal Terril Butterworth.  

“We know how important it is to allow kids a chance to grow and nurture things,” said 

Butterworth.  

Tasking the students with planting the trees, ensuring there is a dirt bowl around them with 

mulch to catch water and keep the soil moist, staking them, and watering them, offers an 



important lesson in caring and environmental stewardship, she said. 

The schoolyard enhancement project, spearheaded by school council member Shelley Gallagher 

and Meadowview Teacher Margaret Martin, will include extension of a new gravel pathway, the 

planting of additional trees, and restoration of a hollow on school grounds that Butterworth 

hopes will one day be used as an outdoor education area. 

Later in the day, students celebrated the success of Meadowview’s EcoSchool’s initiative by 

holding a ceremony to officially mark the school’s designation as a silver school under the 

provincial EcoSchools program.  
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